
Writing an effective 
headline 



What is a headline? 

What could this  
headline be about? 



Headlines should be… 

Short 

To the point.  

Eye-Catching  

BIG  
Bold 

Interesting 



Puns 
• A word in a sentence that can have 

two meanings. 
• This word is called a Homophone – 

this is a word that sounds the same 
as another, but is spelt differently 
and has a different meaning   
 

• For example – Write/right, 
Bare/bear, Flower/flour, Hare/Hair. 

 



Examples 

 

• Peace of cake 

• Sew it’s time 

• Bare face liars 

• Christmas shoppers stocking up 

• Witch Halloween costume is for you 



Puns 



Letter play (play on words) 

• Sometimes writers will change a letter or a 
part of the word to give a double meaning. 

 

Examples… 

• Truck by lightning 

• Tantastic! 

• A jab well done. 

 

 



Word Play 



Alliteration 

• Often using the same letter sound at 
the start of your words can create an 
interesting effect. 

 

Examples… 

• Sending up the stars and stripes. 

• Greedy girl gobbles gruel. 

• Big bad bear bites boy. 

 

 

 



Alliteration 



Rhyme 

• Rhyming some or all of the words can 
also create an interesting effect. 

 

• Green queen, glass with class. 

• Hare affair. 

• Tissue issue. 

 



Rhyme 



Now your turn… 

• You are going to create a collection of headlines for the 
game of pok-a-tok between Chac and Pik in Rain Player. So 
please watch the video again to remind yourself of the 
story if you need to. 

• Try to use one of the language effects in headlines of your 
own, but remember to keep them short and punchy:  

Puns 
Letter Play 
Alliteration 

Rhyme 
• Write as many different headlines as you can think of. I 

have written down a few examples of my own on a 
separate PowerPoint to help if you need it. 


